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A book of such dimensions by such an impressive group of authors on such an interesting topic, makes one expect much. However, it is soon apparent that this work undertakes to answer questions which transcend the capabilities of the authors. In undertaking such a vast and complicated task, they were (or should have been) aware of the ultimate impossibility and failure which should have made them cautious. They were not. Moreover, the style is poor and it is as if the perseveration of trivialities was felt to make for realistic presentation, e.g. too often one reads that the father was very strict with the girls, or that he drank, and quite ridiculously, the birth weight of the babies is found twice in pounds (pp. 39, 542) and once in grams (p. 544)! Why did the authors not learn something from the description of five people killed on the bridge of San Luis Rey (Thornton Wilder) ?! Negative findings do little except fill up pages and make the reading slow and dull. As for diagnosis, it appears four times: Nora-admission diagnosisschizophrenic reaction, catatonic type, Iris the same, Myra again the same, Hester again the same, then, at the end of a few paragraphs, once more the same. Finally, as if the authors have forgotten to tell Myra's discharge diagnosis at the end of her second hospitalization: very probably because of the enthusiasm exgendered because she started functioning well.
The unpreparedness of the authors and their naivite is even more pronounced in their complete neglect of the perennial impossibility to collect all the data and
